
 

      PA Wilds Citizens for Protecting State Lands 
                  Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,  
                 Natural Resources and Public Estate, Section 27  
“The people have a right to clean air, clean water, and to the preservation of the natural, scenic, 
historic and esthetic values of the environment. Pennsylvania’s public natural resources are the 
common property of all the people, including generations yet to come. As trustee of these resources, the 
Commonwealth shall conserve and maintain them for the benefit of all the people.” 
 

Whereas: The directional drilling and hydraulic fracturing of the Marcellus shale is a 

relatively new form of resource extraction requiring hundreds of tractor trailer loads of 

water taken from local streams and caravans of tractor trailer loads of heavy machinery 

all of which require fragile forestry roads to be greatly widened, sometimes two and three 

times their former width. These roads often carry heavy traffic night and day; 

 

Whereas:  The drilling and fracturing of the gas layers is accomplished by building pads 

to drill from. These pads are often five acres or more in size; 

 

Whereas: When drilling is in full swing there are large diesel motors running night and 

day and the pads closely resemble small towns with trailers for the workers to sleep in 

and vehicles coming and going and bright lights shining all night long which can often be 

seen for miles. This phase can go on for weeks; 

 

Whereas: Once the well has been drilled it is burned off or flared sometimes for many 

days causing both air pollution and very, very loud noise. In a quiet situation like State 

Forest Lands it will be heard for distances of three or more miles; 

  

Whereas; If the well is a “producer” gathering pipe lines must be buried in the ground  

through existing forest lands causing further disruption to the forest itself and possibly 

adding to water pollution; 

 

Whereas: A large percentage of Pennsylvania’s Exceptional Value and High Value 

streams are found in the vicinity of or flow through our public forest lands and these 

treasures should be protected at all costs; 

 

Whereas: The chemicals used for hydraulic fracturing are hazardous and some are even 

poisonous and to have them moved about by the truckload upon our public lands is  

an unwise risk; 

 

Whereas: If more state lands are leased and drilled upon the lands we leave our 

grandchildren will be much different than the treasurers we have come to love; 

 

Therefore: For these reasons and many more we the undersigned call upon our legislators 

and our governor to impose a moratorium on further leasing of any more public land for 

gas drilling and other industrial pursuits until these problems can be solved. 


